
ST. JOHN VALLEY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
…Working for you to help sustain Maine’s abundant natural resources since 1942

SPRING 2018 NEWSLETTER
FORT KENT OFFICE WELCOMES NEW STAFF

Alex Zetterman, Soil Technician

    I am glad to be back in the office working with the producers, as well the staff. I 
worked in this office previously in 2011 when I was a temporary employee with the 
NRCS. I am now employed with the St. John Valley Soil Water Conservation 
District, but I will be working solely for the NRCS. My background for those who 
may not know me, is I am from St. Agatha, where we have a small livestock farm, 
as well as raise vegetables. I am currently enrolled in college with an anticipated 
graduation date of December 2018. I am studying for a bachelors in biology with a 
minor in environmental studies. I am anxious to work with producers again through 
NRCS and am equally anxious to meet new faces. I am also excited to learn and 
grow with the USDA family. Hope to meet you all and look forward to working 
with you!

Kelsey Ramerth, Soil Conservationist

     I started with the NRCS in southern Kansas as a Rangeland Management 
Specialist after I graduated from college. I attended the University of Wyoming, and
obtained my degree in Rangeland Ecology and Watershed Management, with a 
minor in Reclamation and Restoration Ecology. I became interested in prairie/soil 
science in high school after noticing the degraded ecosystems on ranches where I 
grew up in Colorado. Most of my experience has been with large beef cattle 
ranches, plant biology, invasive species management and soil health. A large 
portion of my time in Kansas was spent working with the NRCS Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and disaster recovery on ranches following 
years of drought, and large wildfires. I moved to Maine to see a new part of the 
country, and to keep learning through my career here and I am excited to learn all 
about Aroostook County.



2017 DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORT
INCOME CATAGORIES 

Accumulated Interest 
Cooperator Dues 
Grass Seed Sales 

Marking Flag Sales 
State Support 
Town Support 

County Support 

Total 2017 Income: $32,822.30

 EXPENSE CATAGORIES

Advertising                     Postage Expenses 
Accounting Services         Website Development 
Staff Mileage Expenses    Taxes: Payroll 
Dues Expenses: MACD    Workers Comp. 
Field & Office Supplies    Staff Wages            
State Sales Tax                  Supervisor Mileage           
Grass Seed                         Marking Flags 
                           

Total 2017 Expenses: $37,406.74

    

COMMUNITY GARDEN OPPORTUNITY
 

If you have an interest in taking part in a
Community Garden in Frenchville, please

contact the District today!!
 

207-834-3311  X-3     
E-mail sjvswcd@gmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SJVSWCD MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2018

NAME: ________________________       PLEDGE AMOUNT:

ADDRESS: ____________________        Valley Friend……….$25.00
                                                                            Valley Steward……..$50.00
TOWN: ______________ ZIP: ________         Valley Patron……....$100.00
                                                                            Valley Visionary……$250.00+ 
EMAIL: ____________________                     Other ……………..________

Please return this form with your check payable to St. John Valley 
Soil and Water Conservation District, 139 Market
Street, Suite 106, Fort Kent, ME 04743

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2017 DISTRICT WORKSHOPS



EMERALD ASH BORER (EAB) CLOSE TO MAINE

     The emerald ash borer (EAB) was recently discovered in the New Hampshire town of Strafford, making Strafford 
County the newest county in the already-existing quarantine. Stafford shares a border with York County, Maine 
along the Salmon Falls River, which flows into the Piscataquis. EAB is a highly destructive forest pest. Though it 
only infests trees in the olive (Oleaceae) family, and is highly specific to ash trees, it is considered the most 
destructive forest pest in North America. Unless landowners, and communities actively take steps to prevent it, EAB 
kills infested ash trees within three to five years.
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